THE NEED FOR ACADEMIC AND SPIRITUAL
ACUMEN

Transcript of a lecture delivered on the occasion of the opening
of Shaykh ‘Abdullah Kapaudri Academy at Jami‘ah Qasimiyyah,
Kharod

HADRAT MAULANA MUHAMMAD SALIM DHORAT SAHIB

Founder and Shaykh al-Hadith of Islamic Da’wah Academy,
Leicester, UK.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Attending a gathering of scholars 3

The theme of today’s gathering 4

Action requires knowledge 5

Develop an interest in reading books 6

A most beneficial piece of advice for teachers 7
The Sahabah and the tafsir of the Qur'an 8
Who can have hopes 9

‘Allamah Bannuri’s interest in reading 10
Who is a true student 11

Why does a student need a smart phone? 12
The zeal for reading by our seniors 13

Knowledge and practice — the keys to success in both
worlds 14

Why is there no practice on knowledge? 15

The secret to progress 16

Value the existing Ahlullah 17

The difference between a Maulana and a Maulawi 18

The pious predecessors were particular about spiritual
acumen 19

Spirituality enables universal and international work
20

The condition of an Allah-fearing ‘alim 21

The special qualities of the leader of the caravan 23



S35 il K555 o Gab aiitds a5y 0y S
A s Y6 0 gl 0 T B fay WLBST 508 G Ay
A 3138 Y aads a1 A Y O Ak o ls Y6 ALkl o5
Q;u.s A Lo dy; ke 1322 \ 6Y355 555 B & M,
Sas G S 18 el g 365 sl Al e e
S5 ol &) RSN ;\w\ﬁw)\uw\wm 566
O e éﬁﬁjs s 1555515 $3LAN 1,360 4l S
5588 5340 4 sk 5 i kot il 535
& 325 550 ;;fv?\ s 452 33 22l BY55 40 Gio
Gl o A 53 SN aslEd 50 G
54E8 B 5p 388 JIo A d 05 500 3 A S
;,gmxj /\;_;w\a\é\iws;iaumu(uvfé\:\;;i‘g;z
écg}.fai’” Yoy o &) S G ey wale o
15 o r;;m AR //&W\;:\u,mw, ]
b\,)\, 2l alssly Al 165 32 0V G e 3 L5
a\.s\S'

//..

Attending a gathering of scholars

It is a very great favour of Allah ta‘ala for having given
me the opportunity of attending such a large gathering
of the heirs of the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam and the
guests of Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. It is
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most audacious of me to sit and speak in the presence
of distinguished scholars, and the glittering stars of
Gujarat. I am feeling most embarrassed. I am
physically ill and academically blank. This is why I
said to my beloved brother, Shaykh al-Hadith Hadrat
Maulana Muhammad Hanif Sahib damat
barakatuhum and to the honourable principal that it
will be better if they excused me. Now that I have to
address you, I request my seniors, our ‘ulama’ and
our students to pray that Allah ta‘ala inspires me to
say things which will first of all be beneficial to me,
and to others as well. Amin.

The theme of today’s gathering

Today’s assembly is connected with the Qur’an
because a few students will be completing the Qur’an.
It is also connected to my dear mentor, Hadrat
Maulana  ‘Abdullah Kapaudri  Sahib damat
barakatuhum. Thirdly, it is related to a library. I was
thinking about what I should speak about. While
entering the masjid, this verse came to my mind. I
thought to myself that I will first read the verse, and
then speak on whatever Allah ta‘ala instils in my
mind. After all, this is the spiritual blessing of my
seniors. Allah ta‘ala says in this verse:

4.\3\ u\.S }\: u.a.ﬂ\ Q\
Those who recite the Book of Allah
LA 1,6
and establish salah

Ls 152005

..// \a}’a



and spend, secretly or openly, of something which We
provided them
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they are hopeful of a trade that incurs no loss.!
Action requires knowledge

Allah ta‘ala says in another place:
SEVNGE 5 2 B L o2 L Leg 1T 3 8

Surely those who believed and did good deeds, for
them are gardens beneath which rivers flow.?

The result of iman and good deeds is Paradise.
However, knowledge is necessary for iman and good
deeds. After all, actions are not possible without
knowledge. In his Sahih, Hadrat Imam Bukhari
rahimahullah has a chapter titled “The chapter on
knowledge before action”.

Knowledge comes first, and then action. Action is
necessary for success in the Hereafter and entry into
Paradise. And action requires knowledge. And for
knowledge, the study of books is essential. And — by
the grace of Allah ta‘ala — a magnificent library is to be
opened today. In it, books will be read, and through
the Academy, the work of research will be undertaken.
This will result in more books coming into existence.
Scholars will study them and the laymen will also get
an opportunity to read them.

1 Sarah Fatir, 35: 29.
2 Surah al-Burtj, 85: 11.



Develop an interest in reading books

Without proper knowledge, good deeds are not
possible. And for the acquisition of knowledge, a study
of books is necessary. Therefore, my first request to
our students is to develop within them an interest in
reading books. They must develop a taste for reading.
The Book of Allah ta‘ala also has to be studied deeply
because it is the fountainhead of all sciences.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:

\uLSw,\A-\ e

The best speech is the Book of Allah.

Our pious predecessors paid particular attention to it.
‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah said:
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While pondering over a single verse, there were times
when I had to study 100 tafsir books in order to fathom
Allah’s intent.

These personalities considered it to be most important
to understand Allah’s aim and objective. This is why
he says thereafter:
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I would then ask Allah ta‘ala for understanding, and
beg Him saying: O the one who taught Adam and
Ibrahim, teach me as well.

These people were fully aware of the fact that the
Qur’an came into this world so that they could
understand it and then practise on it. How will one be
able to practise on it if it is not understood? You
should therefore develop within you a firm desire to
understand the aim and objective of Allah ta‘ala. After
that, the first tafsir of the Qur’an is the Hadith. From
there, other sciences proliferated. This is why you
must develop an interest to study the Qur’an, the
Hadith and all the other sciences.

Our pious predecessors gave immense importance to
studying the religious sciences. The story of Imam
Muslim rahimahullah is well-known that he used to
have dates at his side which he would continue eating
while he was reading. He did not even realize how
many dates he was eating, and this eventually became
the cause of his death.! Such was the level of his
academic engrossment and his obsession with
reading. The reading of these seniors can be described
as prolific, wide and deep. They used to read a lot,
they were widely read, and their reading was in-depth.

A most beneficial piece of advice for teachers

When we commenced the Mishkat Sharif year for the
first time in our madrasah, the senior teacher of
Hadith at Dar al-‘Ulim Deoband, Hadrat Maulana
‘Abd al-Haqq Sahib A‘zami rahimahullah, graced us
with his visit. Hadrat rahimahullah was extremely
kind and affection to me. He asked: “Who is going to
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teach Mishkat Sharif?” 1 replied: “We have already
decided on one teacher for the first volume. He is
Maulana ‘Iyad Sahib who is a very noble person with
good teaching abilities. After graduating at Dar al-
‘Ulim Bury he proceeded to Azhar University where
he specialized in Hadith. We are still thinking about
who will teach the second volume.”

Hadrat said: “You must teach it.” I replied: “Hadrat, I
do not have the knowledge and piety which are needed
for teaching it. Even if I did have, a principal has
countless other responsibilities.” Hadrat said: “You
must teach it. By teaching it, you will get the
knowledge and the piety. As for your other
responsibilities, through the blessing of the science of
Hadith, your tasks of five hours will be accomplished
in one hour.” I replied: “Very well. You must make
du‘a’ and give me some pieces of advice.”

Hadrat gave very valuable pieces of advice which are
most useful to teachers. One of the things which he
said was: “You must look a lot and speak little.” What
he meant was when preparing for a lesson, one must
read widely and deeply, but when presenting the
lesson, it must be short and comprehensive.

The Sahabah and the tafsir of the Qur'an

Imam Masruq rahimahullah says with reference to his
teacher, Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Masud radiyallahu
‘anhu:

2
3w g4 z-02 ~o ~ ",f,/ [ M .« o8 o ~ ° M 0 £ \Z
mgésﬁ\@&wﬁc@\@e)w&ﬂmﬁgg
N e B

No o d CLEQJ?LJ‘Ml



Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Masud radiyallahu ‘anhu used to
read one surah to us. He would then speak about it
and explain it to us for the entire day.

It is well known about Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu
that it took him 12 years to complete Sturah al-
Baqarah. It took his son, Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar
radiyallahu ‘anhu, eight years to complete Surah al-
Bagarah. They used to take these long periods of time
because they used to read the Qur’an and understand
it. The reason for this is that they read the Qur’an
with the intention of practising on it. Obviously,
understanding is essential for practising.

Who can have hopes
Allah ta‘ala says:
4.\3\ u\.S }\: u.a.ﬂ\ Q\

Those who recite the Book of Allah.

Hakimul Ummat Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi
rahimahullah writes in his commentary to the above:

(J;.;J\ ”) ) SES & Vu_»d\ Q\

Those who continue reading the Book of Allah and do
not suffice with its recitation. Instead, they practise on
it as well.

And they are especially mindful of:
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and establish salah and spend, secretly or openly, of
something which We provided them, they are hopeful of
a trade that incurs no loss.!

Those who read the Qur’an, and couple their reading
with practising on it — such people can be hopeful of
Allah’s pleasure and Paradise.

‘Allamah Banniiri's interest in reading

The first thing is to read abundantly. Hadrat ‘Allamah
Yusuf Bannuri rahimahullah is a senior of our recent
past. The students are probably thinking to
themselves that I spoke about ‘Allamah Ibn
Taymiyyah rahimahullah who belongs in the distant
past. So listen to the story of ‘Allamah Yusuf Banntri
rahimahullah: While in Dhabel, the Majlis-e-Ilmi gave
him the task of investigating the book al-‘Arf ash-
Shadhit. One of the things which he had to do was to
find references for the points which were made by
Hadrat ‘Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri rahimahullah
in his lessons. ‘Allamah Yusuf Bannuri rahimahullah
relates: “While working on al-‘Arf ash-Shadhi I had to
read countless number of pages searching for each
reference.”

He provides examples in this regard as well. He says:
“At one point, Hadrat ‘Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri
rahimahullah said: ‘There is an important rule for
reconciling two conflicting Ahadith. The compilers of
Mustalah al-Hadith (Hadith definitions) disregarded
this rule. However, Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani
rahimahullah has mentioned it in several places in
Fath al-Bari.” ‘Allamah Bannuri rahimahullah says:
“When I opened Fath al-Bari, I found the rule, but I

1 Sarah Fatir, 35: 29.
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did not suffice with it because Shah Sahib
rahimahullah said that Hafiz Ibn Hajar rahimahullah
mentioned it in several places. I wanted to check
where and how many times it is mentioned in Fath al-
Bari, so I read the book from beginning to end.!

Who is a true student

My first request to the students is that their reading
must be vast and deep. Develop an interest in reading
from your student days. Read books in your spare
time. Hadrat Mufti Shafi* Sahib rahimahullah said that
a real student is one whose mind is always thinking
about some academic point or the other.2

The word talib is an active noun which conveys the
meaning of continuity. Let us — students - examine
our gatherings and assemblies. There are no academic
discussions in them. It will be very difficult to find
anyone speaking on a grammatical issue, another
trying to solve a etymological objection, searching for
the meaning of a word in a dictionary, a student
saying to his fellow mates that he was reading a
certain commentary today and he learnt a certain
point from it, and so on. We don’t hear discussions of
this nature. There are no academic discussions. Apart
from the compulsory mutala‘ah (preparation for the
next day’s lessons) and attending the classes, there is
no academic occupation. In fact, the situation is the
opposite. While sitting in class or in the mutala‘ah
room, the students are talking about football and
cricket, sneaking and looking at their mobile phones.
They even do this in their classrooms. And there are

1 Bayyinat — special edition. From a manuscript of Hadrat
Maulana Sayyid Yusuf Bannuri, p. 140.

2 Malfuzat Wa Wagi‘at Mufti Shaft® Sahib, p. 33.
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some who go to the extent of watching immoralities on
their mobile phones.

Why does a student need a smart phone?

I always say to our students in England — may Allah
ta‘ala reward them because they pay heed — what
need do you have for a smart phone? An ordinary
mobile phone is enough so that if you need to phone
someone, ask him about his wellbeing, etc. it will fulfil
that need. Students most certain do not need a smart
phone? In fact, even ‘ulama’ don’t need it. Yes, those
who are senior, who have full control over their carnal
selves, who can differentiate between right and wrong,
useful and wuseless, and then while practising
accordingly, they look at what is useful and abstain
from what is harmful — then the smart phone is okay
for them. But it is not for weak people like us. It is like
quicksand which continually pulls a person down.
What will those who secretly look at the mobile
phones in bed be able to study the next day in class?

I advise our seekers, students and even teachers to
get rid off their smart phones because a smart phone
is most harmful. It has destroyed our valuable time.
Only those who are senior may have a smart phone,
WhatsApp and so on. Those who are the true leaders
of the ummat, and for whom it is necessary to be fully
aware of the conditions which are prevailing in the
world do not even have ordinary mobile phones. All
praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, our students have
become used to the practice that the moment they
enter the madrasah, they handover their phones in
the office and they only take them when they are going
home for the holidays. If there are no newspapers, no
radio, no tape recorder, no mobile phone in the
madrasah; what will the students do in their free
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time? When they have nothing else to occupy them,
they will read books in their free time.

The zeal for reading by our seniors

You have to develop a zeal for reading. There is a
famous statement of Imam Muhammad rahimahulléah:
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To ponder and reflect over academic issues is more
enjoyable than the pleasure which is provided by a
virgin woman.

The following are few couplets of ‘Allamah
Zamakhshari rahimahullah:
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Remaining awake at night to research and investigate
the different sciences is more enjoyable to me than
meeting a beautiful singer and her sweet embrace. My
swaying from side to side out of joy for having solved a
difficulty is more desirable to me and sweeter than the
drink which is offered by a waiter.
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The sound made by my pen as it writes across the
page is sweeter to me than daukah and ‘ushshaq
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(songs). The sound of dusting off the dust from the
pages of my books is more enjoyable to me than the
sound made by a young girl as she is playing her
tambourine.

Allah is the greatest! Look at the zeal of our elders and
seniors for reading and studying books!

Knowledge and practice — the keys to success in both worlds

My dear students! You have to develop a zeal for
studying and reading books. If you have this, you will
acquire knowledge. If you have knowledge, you will be
able to practise. If you practise, all the doors of
goodness in this world and the Hereafter will be
opened to you. Allah ta‘ala says:

5 550 8 Jasit e A g 1l a8y

Surely those who have believed and did good deeds —
to them shall the Merciful endow with love.!
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Allah has promised those who have iman from among
you and who did good deeds that He shall make them
leaders in the land.?
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Surely those who believed and did good deeds, for
them are gardens beneath which rivers flow.3

1 Stirah Maryam, 19: 96.
2 Sarah an-Nur, 24: 55.
3 Surah al-Burtj, 85: 11.
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Why is there no practice on knowledge?

From knowledge there will be practice, and from
practice all the doors of success in this world and the
Hereafter will be opened. However, we notice that
despite having knowledge, there is no practice on it.
There is a famous couplet of Ghalib who said:

I know the reward for obedience and
abstinence. Despite this, my temperament
is not inclined in that direction.

Even our students cannot do easy actions despite
having knowledge. Shaytan instils this idea in their
minds that apart from the fard and wajib actions,
doing other actions is an obstacle in the duration of
one’s studies. Some teachers are also at fault in this
regard. When a student has some concern for the
Hereafter, he is mocked at in the class. He is slated by
referring to him as a Sufi Sahib. Some teachers also
meddle with those students who have pledged bay‘at,
who have a bond with the Sufis, and are in the
practice of frequenting the khanqgahs. They do not
realize how important this intermediary level is for
actions and good deeds.

Knowledge will come from reading which will then
convey a person towards action. However, many have
experienced that there is no action in their lives
despite having acquired the knowledge. We learn from
this that there is a need for something additional, and
that is spiritual affinity. After having acquired
academic excellence, there is a need for spiritual
acumen. This is what prompts a person towards
action. Hakim Akhtar Sahib rahimahullah says:

O Allah! I did not know what it was to pine
for You. I learnt from Your lovers to die for
Your sake. O Akhtar! Once a person finds

15



the company of a friend of Allah, he has
learnt how to live and how to die. The
essence of my life and the refuge of my
existence is to live among Your lovers and
to die among Your lovers.

The following couplet of Akbar Allahabadi is well
known:

Din is not acquired from books, lectures
and wealth. It is acquired from the
[affectionate] gaze of the pious elders.

The secret to progress

Today’s gathering is related to books (kutub) and Sufis
(qutub). Our Hadrat Maulana ‘Abdullah Kapaudri
Sahib damat barakdatuhum is a qutub, Hadrat Mufti
Ahmad Khanpuri Sahib damat barakatuhum is a
qutub. Other seniors are also seated here. When I
entered, I did not look around too much, so I don’t
know who else is here.

Knowledge will come from reading books, but reading
itself will not convey a person automatically towards
action. There is a need for spirituality (qutub bayni) to
come in-between. This is my second request to you
[students]. That is, together with reading, you will
have to pay particular attention to establishing a link
with the saints.

I am presently in a masjid, scholars are present, and I
am sitting among senior scholars and Sufis. I am
speaking frankly about myself. Perhaps it will be of
benefit to someone. Whatever I seem to have achieved
and whatever progress you may be seeing in me - its
greatest cause, in fact, its sole cause - is the
affectionate gaze of our seniors. There is neither any
good nor goodness in my life, nor anything else which
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I could say is the reason for my progress. Allah ta‘ala
was extremely gracious to me when He turned the
hearts of the Ahlullah towards me even though I
neither deserved it nor had any quest for it. Had their
hearts not turned in my direction, I do not know
where I would be wandering about aimlessly. I do not
know in which valley I would be going astray.

Value the existing Ahlullah

My dear brothers! With reading books, you must pay
full importance to your spirituality. Do not compare
the saints of your era with those of the past eras. The
people of the past used to think in the same way
about the saints of their era as we think about the
saints of our era. We think that the saints of our era
do not have the spiritual conditions like those of
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani rahimahullah, Shaykh
Junayd Baghdadi rahimahullah, Hadrat Hakimul
Ummat Maulana Thanwi rahimahulldah and Hadrat
Shaykh al-Islam Maulana Madani rahimahullah.

My dear brothers! The saints of our era are not in any
way inferior to those of the past. The saints of each
era are of a very high level and rank. It is our
misconception to think otherwise. Nevertheless, if
anyone still feels that the saints of our era are of a
very low level in comparison to those of the past, then
I humbly request them to at least look at their own
selves. Assuming that they are of a lower level, then is
there anyone better than them? If there isn’t, you will
have to value them. If a hungry person does not get
biryani (an exotic rice dish), he is grateful for the dal
(pulse) which he receives because it has satiated his
hunger.

My dear brothers! Do not compare the saints of your
era with those of the past. Value those who are among
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you because you will not get saints like them in the
future. May Allah ta‘ala bless Hadrat Maulana
‘Abdullah Kapaudri Sahib damat barakatuhum with a
long life, good health and wellbeing. Allah ta‘ala is all-
powerful. He can do as He wills. May Allah ta‘ala bless
him with quick and total cure. May Allah ta‘ala bless
Hadrat Mufti Ahmad Khanpuri Sahib damat
barakatuhum with a long life. I have benefited
tremendously from these two elders. They have been
most affectionate and loving towards me, and they
made du‘d’ for me. My heart desires to remain here
and be in their company, but my situation does not
permit it. The most important object of this journey of
mine was to meet Hadrat Maulana ‘Abdullah Kapaudri
Sahib damat barakatuhum. 1 wanted to see him just
one more time. I make du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala to afford
me another opportunity. Amin.

You must establish a bond with these senior scholars,
Sufis and elders of Din whom Allah ta‘ala created in
our Gujarat. Together with reading books, develop
your spirituality. Link yourself with whichever one you
have an affinity and to whom your heart is inclined. At
the same time, be respectful to the other Sufis and
seniors, and benefit as much as you can while
maintaining unity of purpose.

The difference between a Maulana and a Maulawi

I stress again: you have to do a lot of reading while
developing your spirituality. Reading results in general
knowledge. When this is coupled with spirituality by
remaining in the company of the saints, the general
knowledge becomes beneficial knowledge. If you do
not pay attention to developing your spirituality, then
the general knowledge will not remain general
knowledge. It will become non-useful knowledge from
which refuge is sought — as stated in the Ahadith. In
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fact, I can rephrase this in simple words by saying
that a person can become a Maulana by studying
books, but if he couples it with spirituality, he
becomes a Maulawi — man of Allah ta‘ala.

Hadrat Mufti Muhammad Shafi® Sahib rahimahullah
used to say with much sorrow: “Unfortunately, our
madaris have become barren for the past 30 years.”
How many years have passed since Mufti Shafi* Sahib
rahimahullah departed from this world? How many
more changes must have taken place in the madaris
over this lengthy period of time? He used to say:
“Unfortunately, our madaris have become barren for
the past 30 years. Many Maulanas are born in our
madaris but now Maulawis.”! He also used to say:
“Ulama-e-st’ (evil ‘ulama’) are starting to be produced
in our madaris.”

The pious predecessors were particular about spiritual acumen

My dear brothers! When reading is coupled with
spirituality, and when both are developed, then the
likes of Rashid Ahmad Gangohi will be born, the likes
of Qasim Nanautwi will be born, the likes of Shah Wali
Allah will be born, Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi will be born,
Ilyas Kandhlawi will be born.

My dear brothers! Look at all the great personalities in
history and show me just one who confined himself to
studying. All the foremost personalities, even those
who are known for their academic acumen alone, such
as Imam Bukhari, Imam Muslim and others, coupled
academic acumen with spiritual acumen.

1 Malfuzat Wa Wagi‘at Mufti Shafi* Sahib, p. 33.
2 Islahi Tagrire, vol. 1, p. 262.
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I say to our students that because you have come to
the madrasah for an academic purpose, when you
hear the name of a scholar, you look at his personality
from the academic angle only. You look at Imam
Bukhari rahimahullah as an academic alone. You
must look at them from the practical angle as well. If
Imam Bukhari rahimahullah did not have that
practical life which he had, he would never have been
Amir al-Mu’minin Fi al-Hadith (the leader of the
believers in Hadith). If Hadrat Shaykh al-Hadith
[Maulana Muhammad Zakariyya Sahib] rahimahullah
did not have that practical life which he had, he would
never have become the Qutb al-Aqtab. These
personalities combined academic interests with
spiritual development. In fact, I say that Allah ta‘ala
had selected them from their childhood, this is why
piety is found in them from their childhood. As a
result of this, they are inspired to undertake wide and
in-depth reading and studying.

Spirituality enables universal and international work

If you hold on to academic and spiritual acumen,
Allah ta‘ala will take international work from you. You
must have heard this statement:

JEN &ia JB) &5

The death of an ‘alim marks the death of the world.

If this is the case, we will have to accept the following:
SRl Jadiaes

The life of the world depends on the life of an ‘alim.

Each ‘alim must have an international concern and
religious self-respect. I always say that by the time the
turban is tied on graduating students from a
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madrasah, each student must have developed two
qualities within him: (1) religious self-respect [the zeal
to defend Islam], (2) the zeal to convey the teachings of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam to every
human.

The condition of an Allah-fearing ‘alim

My dear brothers! I do not want to be an obstacle
between you and these seniors who are present. When
academic acumen is coupled with spiritual acumen,
an ‘alim-e-rabbani (Allah-fearing ‘alim) will come into
existence. His condition will become like that of
Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu. He used to hold his
beard and stand in the mihrab.! His condition used to
be as described below:

P

He would mumble like one who has been bitten [by a
snake or scorpion] and cry like a grief-stricken person.
O our Rabb! O our Rabb!

He would address the world saying:
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O world! Are you coming before me? Are you
beautifying yourself to me? Get away. Get away. Go
deceive someone else because I have issued three
divorces to you. There is no question of revoking this
divorce.

1 Semi-circular section at the front of a masjid. (translator)
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We are students. We have the knowledge of the Qur’an
and Hadith in our hearts. We have the knowledge of
prophet-hood in our hearts. Is our condition anything
like this [as was with Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu]?
The only things which we think of all the time is that
we must have a good vehicle, a nice house, and all the
possessions of comfort and luxury. Whereas our
master, Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:

"GaaEEl 15250 4l e 36 L5 A6

Remain aloof from luxuries because the servants of
Allah ta‘ala are not worshippers of luxuries.

Hadrat °‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu was the Amir al-
Mu’minin, and the caliph of the Muslims. He could
have accumulated whatever he wanted. Yet, he used
to say:
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O world! Are you coming before me? Are you
beautifying yourself to me? Get away. Get away. Go
deceive someone else because I have issued three
divorces to you. There is no question of revoking this
divorce.
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Your life is short, your assemblies are disdained and
you pose a great danger.
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Aah aah! My provisions are little, the journey is long
and the path is dangerous.” (the journey to the
Hereafter is long and the path leading to it is filled with
evils and the promptings of Satan, making it a
dangerous path).

The special qualities of the leader of the caravan

My dear brothers! If you studied your books correctly
and had the company of the genuine Ahlullah, if
together with academic striving you obliterated your
personal opinions and subjugated your carnal self to
the Ahlullah, then - Allah willing — you and I will
experience a similar condition [like that of Hadrat ‘Ali
radiyallahu ‘anhu]. Our condition will then be as
described by a poet:

A lofty gaze, an affectionate heart, and a life
which is in pain [for the Beloved]

If you realize academic and spiritual acumen, your
gaze will become lofty, Allah ta‘ala will bless you with
an affectionate heart, and a life which is in pain for
Him. ‘Allamah Igbal says that these are the special
qualities of the leader of the caravan:

A lofty gaze, an affectionate, and a life
which is in pain [for the Beloved]. These are
the provisions of the leader of the caravan.

My dear brothers! You are leaders of the caravan of
the future, and these are our provisions for the
journey. If we want to acquire these provisions, we will

AN G aall dao!
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have to establish a humble bond with the ‘ulama’ and
the Ahlullah.
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Above every knowledgeable person, there is one more
knowledgeable.!

My dear students! You must remain as students even
after you graduate. Go and sit in the company of the
seniors and acquire knowledge from them. Go to the
Ahlullah and acquire spiritual knowledge from them.
These are the provisions of our journey. Once you
acquire these provisions, your thinking will become
global, your pain will be global and your efforts will be
global. Consequently, Allah ta‘ala will confer you with
global success.

May Allah ta‘ala inspire you and me. May He bless
our seniors in their knowledge, blessings and
sincerity. May He enable us to remain under their cool
and sweet shadows for a long time. May He inspire us
to value and appreciate them. This is an era wherein
there is a dearth of men of worth. Our seniors are
leaving this world one after the other. May Allah ta‘ala
protect those of our seniors who are alive. May Allah
ta‘dala protect our madaris. Amin.

I was given importance and the opportunity to sit
here. I express my thanks to Hadrat Maulana
Muhammad Hanif Sahib, the principle Sahib, the
elders, the organizers and all of you. I request you to
make du‘a’ for me. May Allah ta‘ala reward you with
the best of rewards. Amin.

1 Strah Yusuf, 12: 76.
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All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala translation of this book
was completed on 26 Dhiu al-Hijjah 1439 A.H./07
September 2018. We pray to Allah ta‘ala to accept this
humble effort and to make it a source of our salvation
in this world and the Hereafter. Amin.
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As with all human endeavours, there are bound to be
errors, mistakes and slip-ups in the translation. I
humbly request the reader to inform me of them so
that these could be corrected in future editions.
Constructive criticism and suggestions will be highly
appreciated. I can be contacted via e-mail:
maulanamahomedy@gmail.com

Was salam
Mahomed Mahomedy
Durban, South Africa.
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