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Taqwa

Allah % has created us for ‘ibadah (worship). Another term
for ‘ibadah is taqwa. Taqwa is to abstain from everything
that displeases Allah 4, and every sin, be it major or minor,
displeases Allah %. Thus, taqwa is to abstain from every major
and minor sin.

Falah
Allah % says,
G3AR pemlaSain Es

And abstain from the Displeasure of Allah so that you may
acquire falah. (2:189)
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One who has acquired taqwa has acquired falah. What is
falah? Falah is the success of this world and the Hereafter. By
acquiring tagwa through creating a barrier between ourselves and
disobedience to Allah %, we will become successful in this world
and the Hereafter. On the other hand, if we ignore taqwa and turn
away from Allah % due to Shaytan and nafs, then we should return
to Allah % by returning to taqwa through tawbah. So taqwa is the
basis for every success, and tawbah is the catapult which returns
us to tagwa. We as believers should find ourselves either with
taqwa or with tawbah.

A Mu’min’s Goal

Our main aim and goal should be to remain with taqwa. The zeal
should be, ‘I will never commit a sin. Come what may, I will never
disobey Allah #. Even if I have to give my life, I will give my life,
but I will not disobey Allah 4. I will keep taqwa intact because
if I have taqwa, then the success of this world and the Hereafter
is mine.’

If We Have Taqwa

If we have taqwa, Allah 4 is with us.

B Gy
Indeed, Allah % is with those who adopt taqwa. (16:128)

If we have taqwa, we become the beloved of Allah 4.

GREURPEHE]
Indeed, Allah % loves those who adopt tagwd. (9:4)

If we have taqwa, Jannah is ours.
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It [Jannah] is prepared for the people of taqgwa. (3:133)

If we have taqwa, we will be safe from calamities and Allah 4
will fulfil all our needs.

’5”?,,9 9:’_,,, g’_’{:",,—,:u "E’,’,
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And Allah % shall create a way out [from every calamity] for

the one who adopts taqwd. And He [Allah %] shall provide for
him from sources from where he does not even imagine.(65:2-3)

Tawbah

So we cannot let go of taqwa. Taqwa has to be very precious to us
because in taqwa lies all our success. But if we slip and lose taqwa,
then we should immediately utilise the great bounty of tawbah and
make a U-turn and return to Allah 4.

So the zeal should be to never leave the platform of taqwa;
we will never let Shaytan and nafs succeed; we will never let
them deceive us; but if they become successful, and we engage

in disobedience to Allah % then upon realisation that we have

disobeyed our Creator, we will not wait for tomorrow to do
tawbah. If we disobey Allah % in the morning, we will not wait for
the afternoon and if we disobey Allah % in the afternoon, we will
not wait for the evening. We will not wait for the 15th of Sha‘ban
or Laylatul-Qadr or the day of Jumu‘ah. We will not wait till we
visit Makkah Mukarramah and Madinah Munawwarah. Rather,
we will repent immediately. Why? Because tawbah has the same
benefits as tagwa.
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Benefits of Tawbah
Allah % says,
538 24l s BN i Al 131355
And O believers! Collectively make tawbah to Allah % so

that you may acquire falah [of this world and the Hereafter].
(24:31)

The one who repents also becomes the beloved of Allah 4,

NG S
Verily, Allah % loves those who are most repenting. (2:222)

Tawbah also guarantees entry into Jannah,

08 208 e Wepat A al Jngs vl caoh G
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O you who have Iman! Sincerely repent to Allah %; your Rabb

shall forgive your sins and enter you into gardens beneath which
rivers ﬂow. (66:8)

As a result of tawbah, Allah ¥ will save us from calamities and

fulfil all our needs.

Rasilullah #& states,

P PR U Y S O TR T I A I
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Whoever holds fast to istighfar (seeking forgiveness from Allah

4), Allah creates a way out for him from every difficulty, grants
him relief from every worry and provides him sustenance from
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sources he cannot even imagine.'

Tawbah is Part of Taqwa

From the benefits mentioned above, we notice that tagwa and
tawbah share similar benefits. This is because as soon as a person
repents, he is no longer on the platform of tawbah; but has
returned to the platform of taqwa. Thus, we can say that tawbah
is part of taqwa.

Allah % says that He has prepared Jannah for the people of taqwa.
From the qualities of the people of tagwa is that they repent when

they sin:

2,350 Ak s Baln s8R e B AE 31T B Grsiadiycaghs
And [the people of tagwa are] those who, if they carry out an
openly immoral act or oppress themselves [by committing any
other sin], they remember Allah and ask for forgiveness (and

repent) from their sins. (3:135)

So tawbabh is part of taqwa. Taqwa is to carry out the Command
of Allah %, and the Command of Allah % is: do not commit sins,
and if you commit sins, then repent. Accordingly, repenting is also
part of taqwa; it is a Command of Allah 4.

Benefits of Taqwa and Tawbah

If we are able to bring taqgwa and tawbah into our lives, Allah 45
will grant us the goodness of this world and the Hereafter. Allah

% will grant us peace of mind and tranquillity of the heart in
this world. At the time of death, departure with Iman is secured.

1 Sunan Abi Dawid, kitab: ;i chapter: jix.y s Hadith: 1511



RETURNING BACK TO ALLAH # THROUGH TAWBAH

The grave will become a garden from the gardens of Paradise.
On the Day of Qiyamah, we will be granted shade under the
Throne of Allah % and an easy reckoning. Crossing the Sirat will
become easy and safety from Jahannam and entry into Jannah is
guaranteed.

The Believer’s Resolution

As mentioned earlier, our resolution should be to remain with
tagwa. We do not want to have to go towards tawbah. We have
repented and we will never sin. After performing Maghrib salah
and leaving the masjid, when we return for ‘Isha salah, we will
return pure insha’allah. Thereafter, when we come back for Fajr
salah, we will return pure insha’allah. Then when we come back
for Zuhr salah, we will return pure insha’allah. This should be the
zeal.

Why should we give in to Shaytan? Why should we feel that
we are too weak and unable? We must feel confident that we can
and insha’allah, through the Fadl of Allah %, we will, because
Allah % has given us all the ability to do it. If Allah 4 has given
us the ability, then of course we can. But we are always in need of
the Fadl of Allah %, therefore we say that we can and insha’allah,
through the Fadl of Allah %, we will. We will remain so firm on
tagwa that we will not commit a single sin throughout the whole
year and this condition will remain until we breathe our last. This
should be our zeal.

What if I Slip?

The thoughts: “What if I fail? What if I slip? What if I cannot?’
should not cross our minds. We should ask these questions when
we fail; but not now. As for now, we are making a firm resolution
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that, insha’allah, we will not fail. There will be no failure and if
there is no failure, why should we ask about what to do after it?

Yes, when we fail, we will ask, “What now?’ the answer will
be: ‘Make tawbah and return to tagwa.” When we return to tagwa
then the previous resolution of never sinning should be renewed.
If we fail again and ask, “‘What now?’ tawbah will be the answer
again. When we return to taqwa again through tawbah, we must
strive to never fail. Then when we fail again and ask, “What now?’
tawbah will be the answer again. The same cycle of tagwa and
tawbah should continue.

My brothers and sisters! We must hold fast to this advice of
tagwa and tawbah. Even if we fail a hundred times in one hour,
we must never let this thought come into our minds that, ‘I cannot
doit.’

Why should we give up? Allah 4 has not set any limits for
tawbah. Allah % did not say, ‘If you repent a thousand, a hundred
thousand or a million times, I will forgive you, but not after that.’
Whether it be a million, billion, trillion times or more, there is no
limit.

Allah % is Most-Forgiving and Most-Loving

We must not disobey and displease Allah %€ as He is our creator.
We must always please Him. However, if we slip and disobey
Him, we must quickly please Him again by doing tawbah.

In the following Al-Hadithul-Qudsi, Allah % says,
IG5 &l 08 G e S Lok o8say 855 B S A3 01 g

O son of Adam! Indeed, for as long as you call me, and have
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hope in me, I will (continue to) forgive you for whatever you
did, and I will not care.?

Allah % says in the Glorious Qur’an,

\ - s - - ’!-
EESTOF A WA EF AT TN PR
[O My messenger %£!] Say, [that Allah % is saying] ‘O My
servants who have oppressed themselves [by sinning]! Do not
lose hope in the Mercy of Allah %..." (39:53)

Allahu Akbar! Allah 4 lovingly calls out to the sinners by saying,
‘O My servants!” Allah % is sending a message through his Rasul
£ to those servants who have oppressed themselves by disobeying
Him; who have spent their lives in sin. Allahu Akbar! Despite all
% is saying, ‘My servants’ giving us so

our short comings, Allah
much hope. Do we not see hope in this verse?

Rastlullah #£ says,

S og Bt e g o L g Bty Jeg e AN Y
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Verily, Allah % is Ever-Ready to accept repentance during the

night so that the sinner of the day may repent; and He is Ever-

Ready to accept repentance during the day so that the sinner of

the night may repent, (and this will continue) until the sun rises
from the west.?

2 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: =\,e3l chapter:
W (] Loy o S5 by lasanY) 5 41 L & Hadith: 3540

3 Sahih Muslim, kitab: & I chapter:a il , sl &S5 ol s R o g Js
Hadith: 2759
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The Love of Allah % for Those Who Repent

‘Allamah Alisi £ has quoted another Al-Hadithul-Qudsi in his
tafsir where Allah 4 says,

S R R R A
The whimpering of the sinful [when seeking forgiveness from
me] is more beloved to me than the humming of those who
glorify me.*

There are two types of servants: the sinners and the pious. The
pious servants have no sins, so majority of the time, they engage
in tasbih and tahmid — saying subhanallah, alhamdulillah, etc. On
the other hand, whenever the sinners turn to Allah %, whether it be
in Makkah Mukarramah or Madinah Munawwarah, in the masjid
during the month of Ramadan or during auspicious programmes
such as these, they focus on their sins and excessively say
astaghfirullah (I seek forgiveness from Allah).

Hence, we have the musabbihin, i.e. pious people who are
saying subhanallah, and the sinners who are saying astaghfirullah.
Allah ¥ hears both groups, the musabbihin and the sinners; and
which is more beloved to Him?

el 25 e @) SR L b

The whimpering of the sinful [when seeking forgiveness from

me] is more beloved to me than the humming of those who
glorify me.’

This is because the one who is saying subhanallah is elevating his
status, and the one who is saying astaghfirullah is mending his

4 Ruhul-Ma‘ani, part 29, p.215
5 Ibid
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relationship with Allah % which he had broken through sinning.
He is returning to Allah 4.

The Greatest Benefit of Tawbah

We must remain firm on tagqwa and never give up. If overcome
by Shaytan, we leave the platform of taqwa, then we must
immediately make tawbah. We should never think to ourselves
that I sin and make tawbah but after a few days I sin again. I repent
again, but only remain firm for some days and I sin again. I keep
repenting and then failing; what is the point? No my friends, we
must never let this thought enter our minds as it is from Shaytan.
The more we repent, the more our stamina to resist sin increases.

Every action we carry out has an effect on our spiritual life just
as every food has an effect on our physical life. Everything we eat
has an effect on our bodies, positive or negative. Similarly, good
actions have positive effects on our spiritual life and bad actions
have negative effects. Tawbah also has many effects. The greatest
effect of tawbah is that through tawbah, a person’s stamina to
resist sins increases. A person who casts lustful glances fails to
control his gaze because he does not have the required stamina.
After committing this sin, he repents and makes a firm resolution
to never commit this sin again; but as soon as he steps out onto the
street, he casts a lustful glance. The resolution was not sufficient
because he is weak. He repents again and after a further ten
minutes, he commits the sin again. He repents again and repeats
the same mistake. So every ten minutes or so he is committing this
sin but immediately he repents sincerely, making a firm resolution
never to commit the sin again. Within a week to ten days, he will
find that now he is able to resist this sin for thirty minutes. If he
continues with tawbah, within a month he will find that now he is

10
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able to resist this sin for one hour. Before long, he will be able to
resist for one day, then one week and then a month etc. He will
soon find that as a result of tawbah he now despises that sin. This
is the greatest benefit of tawbah.

Never Lose Hope

Those who are pious should remain firm on taqwa. As for those
who are weak, we must try our utmost to remain on taqwa, and if
we fail, we must not lose hope; we must return to taqwa. Allah 4
very affectionately says,

AN E) 8225 8 1300 Y 2 HT S0V T i s b 3
o 2\ ,
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[O My messenger *£!] Say, [that Allah % is saying] ‘O My
servants who have oppressed themselves! Do not lose hope in the
Mercy of Allah %. Verily, Allah forgives all sins. Surely, He is
the Ever-Forgiving, Most-Merciful.” (39:53)

Shaytan Never Loses Hope, So Why Should We?

When we repent my friends, whether it is a hundred times, a
thousand times or a hundred thousand times, does Shaytan lose
hope? Does Shaytan ever think that I made this person commit
a sin but he repented; I made him commit the sin again and he
repented again; I made him commit the sin a third time but he
repented again; what is the point? Does Shaytan ever become
hopeless like we do? Does he ever think that I have been
misleading this person for the last twenty years. Every year I make
him commit sins for eleven months; but then he always repents in
the month of Ramadan. Thus, all my efforts of eleven months go
to waste. And because this has been happening for twenty years,

11
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what is the point? No, Shaytan never loses hope.

Despite knowing that he has everything to lose, he never loses
hope. In tawbah we have everything to gain; then why should we
lose hope? If we repent after Shaytan has made us sin for twenty
years, all his efforts go to waste. Thereafter, if Shaytan entices us
and we commit that same sin again, the sins of the twenty years do
not return. What has been forgiven is forgiven. Therefore, Shaytan
has everything to lose and we have everything to gain. Despite
that, he never loses hope; so why should we?

The Example of Two Friends

Let me give you another example to illustrate the benefit of
tawbah. Zayd and ‘Amr, who are both friends, leave home every
day at around 11pm and return at around 3am in the morning.
Their parents are very unhappy because they are involved in vices
all night. When they return, something knocks at the door of their
conscience.

Through the barakah of Iman, any person, after committing a
sin, will find something knocking at the door of his conscience.
My friends! Whenever we find something knocking at the door of
our conscience saying, ‘What you are doing is wrong; one day you
will have to die; you will have to stand in the Court of Allah %;
therefore repent!” then know that Allah % loves you and it is He
# Who is knocking at the door of our conscience.

Zayd ignores the inner call of his conscience and ‘Amr pays
attention and repents by saying, ‘O Allah! I have repented. I will
not go with Zayd tomorrow. I will not commit any sin tomorrow.
I have submitted myself to you.’

12
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Tomorrow comes and when Zayd contacts him, overcome by
Shaytan and nafs, he once again goes out with Zayd and repeats
what he did the previous night. This cycle continues for thirty
years. They both commit the same sins. They engage in the same
disobediences to Allah 4. The only difference is that every night
when Allah % knocks at the door of Zayd’s conscience, he ignores.
And when Allah % knocks at the door of ‘Amr’s conscience, he
pays attention and says, ‘O Allah! I have repented. Forgive me. I
will not do it again.’

Finally, after thirty years, they return from a very bad night.
Again, Allah % knocks at the doors of their consciences. Zayd
ignores but ‘Amr pays attention and says, ‘O Allah! I have
repented again. Forgive me.” That same night, both of them pass
away. Due to continued tawbah, ‘Amr will stand in the Court of
Allah ¥ as a sinless person, whilst Zayd will come in the Court of
Allah % as one who has been sinning for thirty years. Look at the

benefit of tawbah my friends.

Shaytan’s Deceit

We must never become hopeless. Shaytan is very cunning. When
the opportunity arises to fulfil our unlawful desires and commit
sins, Shaytan whispers into our hearts, ‘Allah % is Most-Forgiving
and Most-Merciful; commit the sin, Allah #€ will forgive you.’
And once we have committed the sin, Shaytan whispers, ‘Allah 4
i1s Shadidul-‘Iqab (Severe in punishment), He will never forgive

’

you.

We should not fall into this trap of Shaytan. When faced with
unlawful passions, we should remind ourselves, ‘I cannot do this
as Allah % is Shadidul-‘Igab.’ If, overcome by the whispers of

13
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Shaytan, we commit a sin, then we should remind ourselves,
‘Allah % is Ghafurur-Rahim (Ever-Forgiving, Most-Merciful), 1
should immediately repent and He will forgive my sins.’

The Mercy of Allah %

My friends! Allah % loves His servants very much. This is why
He created so many causes of forgiveness. Sins are forgiven on
blessed nights, at blessed moments, because of good actions, etc.
Allahu Akbar! Allah % looks for excuses to forgive us, not to
punish us.

WS & =y
The Mercy of Allah % looks for excuses [to forgive a person].

The Angels on Our Shoulders

Look at the Mercy of Allah %. He % has appointed two angels
with every person to record his deeds — one to his right and the
other to his left. Allah %

£ says,
\O’ - Lf,il” \/ gh\; - ) [ ::9! U\,S
Verily, there are guardlans [appomted] over you. [They are]

Noble and are recording [everything you do and say]. They
know what you do. (82:10-12)

;il

=

The one on the right is the leader. Whenever a person commits a
sin, the one on the left will only record that sin when he is granted
permission by the one on the right. Nabi #% says,

W\‘chubuwugﬁ\ u;«;j\w\.ﬁadbu//&?ﬁbﬁj

14
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The angel on the right is a leader over the one on the left. When
the servant carries out a good deed, he records it. And when he
commits a sin, the one on the right says, ‘Wait for some time.’
Then, if he (the servant) seeks forgiveness, then he (i.e. the angel
on the left) will not record it; otherwise he will record the sin.°

Allah % has set some other principles too. Nabi #£ reports that

Allah % says,

wuumsws:\;ow\m L@vaw“w&

u;jcjﬁuwughw ‘ué@é\‘ou;;}wdc,.;;f
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Whoever resolves to carry out a good deed but could not carry
it out (due to unexpected circumstances), Allah % will record
a full reward for him. If he carries it out, then ten rewards
will be recorded for him up to seven hundred and much more
(depending on the level of his sacrifice and sincerity). And if
he resolves to commit a sin but abstains from it (due to fear of
Allah %), Allah will record a full reward for him. If he commits
the sin then a single sin will be recorded for him.”

Making Taqwa and Tawbah Easy

My brothers and sisters! Let us all make this resolution that
4 from now. We have

insha’allah, we will never disobey Allah

6  Musnadush-Shamiyyin, Hadith: 468

7 Musnad Ahmad, kitab::l» (s e oy Chapter:
q}a...&\.wd ol e a.U\ s L Hadith: 3402

15
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repented and have made a firm resolution that we will never sin,
and if we slip and make a mistake, then we will immediately repent.
Alhamdulillah, we have now understood taqgwa and tawbah (T &
T), and we have resolved to remain firm on tagwa and tawbah.
However, there still remains one question: How does one acquire
the ability to remain firm on tagwa and tawbah? The answer is
very simple: By continually contemplating on our ultimate return
to Allah % and having to stand in His Court. Tagwa will become
easy for the one who continually contemplates that one day he
will have to return to Allah %. Furthermore, if one slips, then this
same contemplation of having to stand in the Court of Allah 4 and
answer for his sins will make tawbah easy.

Standing in The Court of Allah %

It is a reality that sooner or later we will return to Allah % and a
day will come when we will be recompensed for what we have
done. Allah % says,

g9 L
-

’99151,’ < 28 L ! EIH ’1551 5&2/
‘ﬂ})%»bbg..n.a y}.:d.b\d\,d\.d')aq-jahﬁ\w\)

Fear that day when you will be returned to Allah % and
thereafter each person will be repaid fully for whatever he had
done in this world; and they will not be oppressed. (2:281)

Lz B)SJ&MMC)QB\Z\B)J\A:-B)>G&AMM&}
Whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it [on the Day

of Qiyamah] and whoever does an atom’s weight of evil will see
it [on the Day of Qiyamah]. (99:7-8)

16
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And We have tied every person’s [record of] actions to his neck;
and on the Day of Qiyamah we will take out for him a book
which he will find open before him. (17:13)

Our Book of Deeds will be presented to us on the Day of Qiyamah
and we will be asked by Allah % to read them. Allah % will say,

o > Gz S 7 _ 2 :

Read your own Book of Deeds. Today, you are enough as a
reckoner for yourself (17:14)

Today nobody needs to reckon you. You are enough as a reckoner.
This is your biography. Every deed you carried out is recorded in
this book, from puberty until your last breath. We will all read
through our books and realise that each and every word and action
of ours has been recorded in them. We will totally agree with
everything written in the book and we will say,

GLaz i o TiEsias Sl oliminis g
What kind of book is this! It has not missed anything, minor or
major, but has recorded it... (18:49)

-
-

N P35.38 ML,\MpquLW&M”’
W \atdaz gz

On the day when each person will see all his good deeds and

all his bad deeds, [and when he will realise that his bad deeds

far outweigh his good deeds] he will wish that there was a long
distance between it (Qiyamah) and himself... (3:30)

17
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The Day Will Come
My friends, this day is going to come.

L

Live for as long as you desire, (but remember that ultimately)
you are going to die.

£
- o, 0

4 805 el 2o 2
. and love whomsoever you desire, (but remember that one
day) you will have to part ways.

Love whomsoever you desire. Instead of loving Allah %, instead of
loving His Rastl %2, instead of loving the pious, love whomsoever
you desire; but remember that a day will come when you will

separate from the person.

RG] J—‘>w° :J.’Le cad B Jesls
Do whatever you desire, (but remember that) you will be

retributed for (what you do).®

My friends, if we continually remember that one day we will depart
from this world - maybe sooner rather than later - then the strength
and ability to remain on tagwa will be fortified; it will become
very easy. Similarly, if we make a mistake, then the remembrance
of death and the Hereafter will encourage us to make tawbah. We
need to continually remind ourselves of this journey; that one day,
ultimately, we have to return to Allah 4.

Allah % says three times in the Qur’an,
2 i z == 5. g5
©NADN s 8
8 Al-Mustadrak ‘alas-Sahthayn, kitab: 37l Hadith: 7921

18
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Each soul shall taste the taste of death. (3:185, 21:35, 29:57)
Allah % states in numerous places,
- .90 %
Oszx3540Y

To Him you will be returned. (2:28;245, 10:56, 11:34,
28:70;88, 29:17, 30:11, 36:22;83, 39:44, 41:21, 43:85)

Allah % also states,

-

g | [T > - 282 5 -G - 2.3 ’.’-
e RS WIS
Say, ‘Verily, the death that you are running away from will
certainly come and meet you.’ (62:8)

g, s >
&3 2K8388 3G
Wherever you are, death will find you [at its appointed time].
(4:78)

A poet writes,
S 55 be B e

O the one with a heart that has become negligent of remembering
death!

The heart becomes negligent first and once the heart becomes
negligent, every limb of the body becomes negligent. Similarly,

if negligence is removed from the heart and it is enlightened with
dhikr (remembrance of Allah %), then every limb of the body
becomes dhakir. And when the limbs become dhakir, the body

becomes dhakir. A dhakir body can never disobey Allah %.
poet goes on to say,
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I L e J,Ja e
Soon your abode (in the graveyard) will be amongst the dead.

sy B ) eds ¥

Do not incline towards the dunya and it’s glamour

02

L ;,.U\b v g.))AU ol 3

O the one with mtellect! Indeed, the time has come for the
arrival of death.’

Another poet says,

o,‘, 50 & / Y doo o 02\ P

O friend! Do not be fooled by luxuries, for life will end and
luxuries will disappear.

Dy ks a6 Be iyl ks

When you carry the deceased to the grave, know that after him
it will be you who will be carried."

The Intoxication of Youth

So we should frequently remind ourselves that our ultimate
destination is the Hereafter. We should never let the vigour of
youth deceive and intoxicate us. Nabi #& has said,
0¥ 13 ERh Ska))
Youth is a type of madness."!
9 Mirqatul-Mafatih, part 1 p.48

10 Rahul-Bayan, part 5 p.218
11 Musnadush-Shihab, Hadith: 54
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Youth is madness and it intoxicates a person to such an extent that
he ignores and disrespects his parents, elders and teachers.

A poet says,
U@cqu:waadw)]/w.;d{“
W oF m b e

Your only obsession is to remain above all with unique
adornment and unique fashion.

Thereafter, the poet asks a question,

Wi iVt
Is this how someone who will one day die lives?

My friends, death could be on its way. It is possible that we may
not be able to leave this gathering. We may not return home.
Only Allah 4 knows whether I will be able to travel tomorrow to
Vancouver or not. We must therefore be prepared for death at all
times. Allah 4 extremely dislikes pride and arrogance; and if we
go to Allah % with it, how will we face Him?

Think for a moment. The one who is going to die one day, is
this the type of life he should live? A life where one desires that
he has to be the best; everything about him has to be unique and
everyone should be under his influence. Is this the type of life one
lives who is going to die soon? No, the one who will die one day
does not live a life of haughtiness and pride. So why are we living
such a life?

Ui;‘u:‘é:f’)L/;w;j)é

The apparent glitter [of this world] has deceived you!
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The one whose soul is going to be extracted by the angel of death,
who will be questioned in the grave, who could be punished in
the grave, who will be resurrected on the Day of Qiyamah, who
will witness the horrors of the Day of Qiyamah, who will have
to stand in the Court of Allah 4 and face interrogation, who will
have to cross the Bridge of Sirat, who does not know whether he
will be able to cross the Sirat or whether he will fall into the depth
of Jahannam; how can he live a life of haughtiness? Such a person
should live a life of total humility.

Think for a moment. If we had been charged with a crime due
to which we would have to appear in court, would we not remain
humble until the case is over? Then how can the one who will have

to stand in the Court of Allah 4 on the Day of Qiyamah remain
careless and proud?

Sayyiduna ‘Umar % has said,

FaGs I35 O OB ASedl 1353 s OF 08 2Kl s
AU A

Take account of yourselves (in this world) before you are

reckoned (in the Hereafter by the Creator). And weigh your

deeds before they are weighed. And prepare for the Great
Summoning."?

Make muhasabah (self-assesment) every day: look at your actions,
good and bad, and try to come to a conclusion as to whether you
have more good or more bad in your life.

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas « used to say,
Sar Jej ey by Ul s B L B30 458 L
12 Tafsirul-Qur’anil-‘Azim, part 1 p.133
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L85 ) (s G L b
How can we rejoice when death is behind us, the grave is ahead of

us, Qiyamah is our appointed time (that awaits us), we will have to
cross over Jahannam and stand in the Court of Allah 4213

A poet says,

ol e 2 o Uk B L s

v

O heart! Do not delve into the glitters of this world,
e O M il o 2 & UF F .
For it is autumn, presenting itself as spring
Another poet says,
e S AL G2 Wuril gf K2

At first, childhood amused you for many years, then youth made
you mad

e Sd /IS0 VLT AL by

Thereafter, old-age showed up and annoyed you much, and
finally, death will completely exterminate you.

Three Steps towards Tagwa and Tawbah

My brothers and sisters, the message is crystal clear: The most
important things for us are taqwa and tawbah. How will taqwa and
tawbah become easy? By doing three things:

Remember death and the Hereafter frequently.
S s Al s 5 1351
13 Thya ‘Ulum’id-Din, part 4 p.184
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Remember frequently the destroyer of unlawful pleasures, i.e.
death.'*

Visit the graveyard. Read books written on the topic of death.
The book ‘Remembrance of Death’ by Shaykhul-Hadith, Hadrat
Mawlana Muhammad Zakariyya # is highly recommended.
Meditate once a week and imagine that you are on your deathbed,
your soul is being extracted, people are bathing you, they are
shrouding you, they are taking you towards the graveyard, your

salatul-janazah is being performed, etc.

Remember Allah % in abundance. Keep your tongue engaged in
the dhikr of Allah % and through it make your heart reach that
stage where it is always attentive towards Allah %.

Maintain pious company. Benefit from the company of ‘Ulama,
Masha’ikh and pious people within the community. Stay away
from people who have bad habits. Stay away from wrong
environments.

Insha’allah, good company, excessive dhikr and remembrance of
death and the Hereafter will lead one to tagwa and tawbah. And
once taqwa and tawbah come in our lives, Allah % will be ours.

And once Allah % is ours, everything will be ours. Therefore, let

us all reaffirm our resolution that we have repented; not that we
will repent, but that we have repented.

Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad % Repents

Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad # was a thief. He had also fallen in love with
a young lady. One night when he was on his way to meet his

14 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, kitab: .»3ll Chapter: .l $3 3 <= L Hadith: 2307
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beloved, whilst climbing the wall of her house, he heard a voice.
When he paid attention, it was the following verse of the Qur’an
that was being recited by someone:

-
g
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EPARTIS YT RO S IS HEATM S ]
Has the time not yet come for the believers that their hearts

submit before the remembrance of Allah and the Truth that has
descended?... (57:16)

It had such a profound effect, that there and then he said,
ol X 256k
Of course my Rabb! The time is definitely now.'

Let us also say with full determination, ‘Enough is enough. The
time has come and today I have repented; I will never return to a
sinful life. I will try my utmost to learn and practise Din and please
my Creator.’

/,:"’L:JL/}’ /,Cf)l,tb!()/;

Remember Allah % during every moment; fill your heart with
nir (of dhikr).

VORI P, g/n{w?éﬁ

Live as His loyal servant; die as His loyal servant.

oo o

15 Siyaru A‘lamin-Nubala, part 8 p.423
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